
British Sign Language (Scotland) Bill 
 
Consideration of amendments at Stage 2 
 
On 2 June, the Education and Culture Committee discussed amendments to the 
British Sign Language (Scotland) Bill. This part of the legislative process is known as 
Stage 2 consideration. 
 
Many of the amendments related to issues discussed during the Committee’s 
evidence gathering and mentioned in its Stage 1 report. 
 
MSPs proposed 63 amendments covering various subjects, with the aim of 
improving the Bill.    
 
The following key changes were made: 
 

 The Bill now includes reference to the tactile form of British Sign Language 
(BSL) used by some deafblind people.  This means public bodies must 
consider how to promote both the visual and tactile forms of the language.   

 

 All national plans and authority plans must be published in BSL.  The 
Committee had strongly recommended this as it will ensure plans are 
accessible to BSL users. 
 

 Consultations on the plans must also be accessible to BSL users and people 
who are deaf or deafblind. 

 

 The scope of the national plan has been extended to include public authorities 
with a national remit.  Those bodies will not now have to publish individual 
authority plans.  This will reduce the number of plans and the administrative 
burden on the public sector. It will create a more co-ordinated national 
approach to promoting BSL.  

 
There is no longer a requirement to appoint a minister with special responsibility for 
BSL.  This is because specific responsibility is not generally included in legislation, 
on the principle that all ministers have collective responsibility.  However, the 
Scottish Government assured that BSL will continue to be included in a ministerial 
portfolio. 
 
Another amendment proposed that national plans could refer to support provided to 
families of children who use BSL and are deaf or deafblind. Although there was 
agreement this was an important issue, it was felt the BSL National Advisory Group 
should decide on the content of the national plan and the Bill should avoid setting out 
rules on this.  The amendment was withdrawn. 
 
Various other changes were made:  

 to extend the timescale for publishing the first national plan from 1 year to 2 
years; 

 to extend the cycle for publishing BSL plans from roughly every 4 years to 
every 6 years; and 



 to require progress (rather than performance) to be reported every six years, 
due to the fact there is no baseline data on which to judge performance.  

 
Stage 2 of the BSL Bill is now finished and the Committee’s formal involvement in 
the Bill has come to an end.   
 
The Committee thanks everyone who contributed to its work on the Bill: 

 those who submitted evidence and comments on the BSL Facebook group; 

 Windsor Park Sensory Service in Falkirk and Deaf Action for hosting fact-
finding visits; and 

 the BSL interpreters. 
 
The Parliament has not yet decided when Stage 3, which is the second amending 
stage, will take place.  As soon as it does, we’ll publish the date on our website and 
the BSL Facebook group. 


